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C o l d B o x  A p p l i c a t i o n . c f c  B o o t s t r a p p e r

Covers  up  to  vers ion  3 .5 .0

T h e  Application.cfc i s  one of  the  most  important  f i les  in  your  appl icat ion as  i t  i s
where  you def ine  a l l  the  impl ic i t  ColdFusion engine  events ,  sess ion ,  c l ient  scopes ,
ORM, etc .  I t  i s  a lso  how you te l l  ColdFusion to  boots t rap the  ColdBox Plat form for
your  appl ica t ion .  There  a re  two ways  to  boots t rap  your  appl ica t ion :  

Mak ing  your  Application.cfc ex t end  t he  co re  boo t s t r appe r  coldbox .sys tem.Coldbox 1 .
Adapt ing  your  Application.cfc to  use  compos i t ion  and  boots t rap  ColdBox 2 .

The  f i r s t  two  approaches  a re  wha t  we  recommend you  do  to  boo ts t rap  your  app l ica t ions  and  mos t  o f  the  t ime  you  don ' t  r ea l ly
have  to  worry  about  these  f i l es  s ince  they  a re  e i ther  genera ted  for  you  f rom our  IDE too ls  o r  you  can  use  the  ones  tha t  sh ip  wi th
the  p la t form's  appl ica t ion templates .  I f  you look in  your  download archive  you should  see  the  fo l lowing:  

/ApplicationTemplates
  /Advanced
    + Application.cfc
    + Application_noinheritance.cfc
  /Flex
  /Simple

Those  appl ica t ion  templa tes  a re  a l l  ready  conf igured  to  jus t  d rop ,  cus tomize  as  you  see  f i t  and  work .  Obvious ly  the  inher i tance
approach  i s  the  eas ies t  to  use  bu t  i t  has  i t s  l imi ta t ions  tha t  you  cannot  use  per -appl ica t ion  mappings  to  map ColdBox.  Therefore ,
you  can  use  the  no  inher i tance  approach  which  has  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  more  boi le r  p la te  code  provided  for  you .  Next ,  l e t s  see  how we
can cont ro l  some aspects  of  our  appl ica t ion  v ia  the  ColdBox di rec t ives .  

A p p l i c a t i o n . c f c  D i r e c t i v e s

The  p rov ided  Application.cfc ob jec t  in  the  appl ica t ion  templa tes  can  come in  two f lavors :  

Us ing  inhe r i t ance  1 .
Using  Composi t ion  (O u r  P r e f e r e n c e)  2 .

 

The  inher i t ance  approach  i s  the  eas ies t  way  to  s ta r t  bu t  i t  i s  bound  to  ex tend ing  the  Application.cfc object  to  the  ColdBox
boots t rapper .  Wi th  the  no- inher i t ance  or  compos i t ion  approach  i t  i s  much  more  f l ex ib le  and  we  can  use  per -app l ica t ion  mappings
for  choosing the  locat ion  of  the  c o l d b o x d i s t r ibu t ion  package .  Anyways ,  once  you  make  th i s  dec is ion  there  a re  some d i rec t ives  or
var iab les  you  can  se t  tha t  wi l l  a l te r  some behavior .  

V a r i a b l e T y p e R e q u i r e d D e f a u l t D e s c r i p t i o n 

COLDBOX_APP_ROOT_PATH s t r i n g  t r u e  ge tD i r ec to ryFromPa th (ge tCur ren tTempla t ePa th ( ) )  

Automat ica l ly  se t  for
you.  This  pa th  te l l s  the
f r amework  wha t  i s  t he
base  root  loca t ion  of
your  app l i ca t ion  and
where  i t  shou ld  s t a r t
looking for  a l l  the
a g r e e d  u p o n
convent ions .  You usualy
wi l l  never  change  th i s ,
bu t  you  can .  

The  app l ica t ion

C o n t e n t s

ColdBox Appl icat ion.cfc  Boots t rapper 
Applicat ion.cfc  Direct ives 
Appl ica t ion .cfc  Methods 

Us ing  Inhe r i t ance 
N o  I n h e r i t a n c e 
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COLDBOX_APP_MAPPING s t r i n g  DEPENDS --- 

The  app l ica t ion
mapping i s  ESSENTIAL
when  dea l ing  wi th  F lex
or  Remote  app l i ca t ions .
This  is  the locat ion of
the  app l i ca t ion  f rom the
root  o f  the  web roo t .  So
i f  your  app  i s  a t  the
roo t ,  l eave  th i s  se t t ing
blank.  I f  your
app l i ca t ion  i s  embedded
in a  sub-folder  l ike 
MyApp,  t hen  th i s  se t t ing
wil l  be / M y A p p.  

COLDBOX_CONFIG_FILE s t r i n g  fa l se  conf ig/Coldbox.c fc 

The  abso lu te  o r  re la t ive
p a t h  t o  t h e
configurat ion CFC f i le  to
load .  Th is  bypasses  the
conven t i ons  and  u se s
the  conf igurat ion f i le  of
your  choice .  

COLDBOX_APP_KEY s t r i n g  fa l se  cbController 

The  name  o f  the  key  the
f ramework  wi l l  s to re  the
appl ica t ion  con t ro l le r
u n d e r  i n  t h e  application
s c o p e .  

Most  of  the  t ime you wil l  never  a l ter  these set t ings  i f  your  appl icat ion is  the  root  appl icat ion and i t  wi l l  look l ike  the fol lowing:  

<---  COLDBOX STATIC PROPERTY, DO NOT CHANGE UNLESS THIS IS NOT THE ROOT OF YOUR COLDBOX APP --->
<cfset COLDBOX_APP_ROOT_PATH = getDirectoryFromPath(getCurrentTemplatePath()) >
<---  The web server mapping to this application. Used for remote purposes or static purposes --->
<cfset COLDBOX_APP_MAPPING   = "">
<---  COLDBOX PROPERTIES --->
<cfset COLDBOX_CONFIG_FILE   = ""> 
<---  COLDBOX APPLICATION KEY OVERRIDE --->
<cfset COLDBOX_APP_KEY       = "">

Or you can modify  i t ,  l ike  the  fo l lowing example  in  order  to  load a  cus tom conf igura t ion f i le  and a  cus tom appl ica t ion mapping.  

<---  COLDBOX STATIC PROPERTY, DO NOT CHANGE UNLESS THIS IS NOT THE ROOT OF YOUR COLDBOX APP --->
<cfset COLDBOX_APP_ROOT_PATH = getDirectoryFromPath(getCurrentTemplatePath()) >
<---  The web server mapping to this application. Used for remote purposes or static purposes --->
<cfset COLDBOX_APP_MAPPING   = "apps.myApp" >
<---  COLDBOX PROPERTIES --->
<cfset COLDBOX_CONFIG_FILE   = "shared.myApp.coldbox" > 
<---  COLDBOX APPLICATION KEY OVERRIDE --->
<cfset COLDBOX_APP_KEY       = "">

All  o f  the  d i rec t ives  have  the i r  appropr ia te  ge t te r  and  se t te r  methods  tha t  you  can  use  by  ca l l ing  i t  f rom the  ColdBox boots t rapper
object  or  v ia  your  Application.cfc u s ing  inhe r i t ance .

A p p l i c a t i o n . c f c  M e t h o d s

Apar t  f rom hav ing  some d i rec t ives  we  a l so  have  severa l  methods  tha t  we  can  in te rac t  wi th  to  con t ro l  some o ther  aspec t s  o f  the
b o o t s t r a p p e r .  

setLockTimeout(seconds) :  You can overr ide  the  defaul t  locking of  the  templa tes  
getLockTimeout() :  You can get  the  defaul t  locking of  the  templa tes  

U s i n g  I n h e r i t a n c e

I f  we  a re  us ing  inher i tance  then  we can  jus t  s imply  ca l l  the  methods  d i rec t ly  as  they  a re  inher i ted  in  our  Application.cfc 

setLockTimeout(30);

N o  I n h e r i t a n c e

I f  we  a re  us ing  the  compos i t ion  approach  then  we  need  to  t a lk  to  the  boo t s t rapper  v ia  the  ob jec t  tha t  ge t s  c rea ted :  

application.cbBootstrap.setLockTimeout(30);
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