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G C A . N E T  C a s e  S t u d y

B a c k g r o u n d  I n f o r m a t i o n

 

S u m m a r i z e  y o u r  c u r r e n t  p r o j e c t

Redes ign  ex i s t ing  h t tp : / /www.GCA.net Web s i te .  Goals :  Adapt  f rom an exis t ing
propr ie ta ry  f ramework  in to  the  a  ColdBox Appl ica t ion;  Improve  code
main tenance ;  Add  SES URLs;  Prov ide  improved  use r  exper ience  to  reduce
b o u n c e  r a t e .  

GCA Techno logy  Serv ices  had  recen t ly  r eo rgan ized  the  marke t ing  depar tmen t
and  rep laced  the  pr ior  Web deve lopment  team.  This  p ro jec t  i s  the  f i r s t  e f for t
o f  t he  new t eam.  

H o w  m a n y  d e v e l o p e r s  i n  t h e  t e a m

Two Deve loper  Team 
Combined  CFML of  15  years  
One Developer  working  wi th  ColdBox for  n ine  months  pr ior  to  th is
p ro jec t .  
One Developer  in t roduced to  ColdBox for  th is  projec t .  

D o  y o u  o r  y o u r  t e a m  h a v e  a n y  f r a m e w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e ?

Yes,  pr ior  exper ience  wi th  FuseBox and .NET 

H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  C o l d B o x ?

One deve loper  began  us ing  ColdBox la te  in  2008 ,  one  deve loper  was
in t roduced to  ColdBox a t  the  s ta r t  of  th is  pro jec t .  

T e c h n i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n
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W h a t  v e r s i o n  o f  C o l d B o x  a r e  y o u  u s i n g ?

GCA is  using ColdBox 2.6.3 as  of  9/25/2009.  

W h a t  C F M L  E n g i n e  a r e  y o u  u s i n g ?

As of  09/25/2009 the  appl ica t ion is  us ing ColdFusion 7 .  

W a s  t h e r e  a  t e c h n i c a l  h u r d l e  t h a t  C o l d B o x  w a s  a b l e  t o
o v e r c o m e ?  I f  s o ,  w h a t  w a s  i t ?

ColdBox s impl i f ied  development  and  provided  be t te r  code  mainta inabi l i ty .  

I s  t h e r e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  f e a t u r e  i n  C o l d B o x  t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  t o  y o u
a n d / o r  y o u r  t e a m ?

There  a re  s eve ra l  f ea tu re s  t ha t  appea led  to  u s .  The  f ea tu re  t ha t  mos t  s t ands
out  i s  the  ex tens ive  documenta t ion .  By  adopt ing  the  ColdBox Framework  we
reduced  ou r  documen ta t ion  demands .  Documen ta t ion  was  on ly  r equ i r ed  fo r
deve lopmen t  o f  ou r  mode l  l aye r  and  augmen ta t ion  to  the  F ramework  such  a s
c u s t o m  i n t e r c e p t o r s .  T h e  r e d u c e d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  d e m a n d  a c c e l e r a t e d  o u r
d e v e l o p m e n t .  

O the r  f ea tu r e s  t ha t  appea l ed  t o  u s  a r e :  Cach ing ;  Sha red  Scope  Managemen t
through Plug- ins ;  The Auto-Wire  In terceptor ;  The Bean Factory  Plug-IN;  SES
Inte rcep tor  and  the  ColdFus ion  Conf igura t ion  compared  to  XML conf igura t ion .  

D i d  C o l d B o x  h e l p  y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n ' s  m a i n t a i n a b i l i t y ,
d e p l o y m e n t  a n d  s c a l a b i l i t y ?

Yes,  ColdBox improved the  mainta inabi l i ty  of  our  appl ica t ion.  Fur thermore ,  i t
o f fe red  our  team addi t iona l  secur i ty  tha t  we  could  qu ick ly  br ing  fu ture
developers  up  to  speed  on  the  appl ica t ion  g iven  i t s  model -v iew-cont ro l le r  and
objec t -o r ien ted  approach  combined  wi th  the  f ramework’s  ex tens ive
d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  

The  f ramework a l lowed us  to  mainta in  two s l ight ly  d i f ferent  vers ions  of  the
appl ica t ion  tha t  au tomat ica l ly  ad jus t  g iven  the  env i ronment  which  we  have
found usefu l  for  development .  Addi t ional ly ,  the  caching ,  shared  scope
managemen t  and  the  f r amework  in  gene ra l  have  p rov ided  us  w i th  an
appl ica t ion  tha t  we fee l  wi l l  cont inue  to  sca le  wi th  our  needs .  

W h a t  C o l d B o x  t o o l s  a r e  i n v a l u a b l e  t o  y o u r  d e v e l o p m e n t ?

Exis t ing  p lug- ins ;  exis t ing  in terceptors ;  Documenta t ion;  API  Reference;  
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Exis t ing  p lug- ins ;  exis t ing  in terceptors ;  Documenta t ion;  API  Reference;  

D i d  y o u  i n t e g r a t e  o t h e r  t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  f r a m e w o r k s
w i t h  C o l d B o x ?  I f  s o ,  h o w  w a s  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  p r o c e s s ?

We in tegra ted  cus tomer  jQuery .  ColdBox made  the  render ing  of  JSON or  P la in
Text  ext remely  s imple .  We re l ied  on ColdBox’s  beanFactory  p lugin  for  model
managemen t  ove r  o the r  f r ameworks  such  a s  Co ldSpr ing  

A r c h i t e c t u r e

W h e r e  d o e s  C o l d B o x  f i t  i n  y o u r  o r  y o u r  t e a m ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r e
l o n g  t e r m ?  D o e s  i t  h a v e  a  p r i m a r y  r o l e ?  S e c o n d a r y  r o l e ?

Future  appl ica t ions  a re  expec ted  to  be  deve loped  as  ColdBox appl ica t ions .  We
have  deve loped  our  model  l ayer  to  be  eas i ly  reached  th rough  mul t ip le  ColdBox
appl ica t ions .  Fu ture  deve lopment  wi l l  con t inue  to  be  acce le ra ted .  

W h a t  m a d e  y o u  c h o o s e  C o l d B o x ?  W h a t  w h e r e  C o l d B o x ' s  m a i n
a d v a n t a g e s ?

The f i r s t  mot ive  was  documenta t ion .  By choos ing  ColdBox we secured  t ime to
deve lop  more  and  document  l e ss ,  wi thou t  compromis ing  the  in tegr i ty  o f  the
app l i ca t ion  th rough  any  fu tu re  deve lopmen t  t eam changes .  

G e n e r a l

W h a t  w a s  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  b u i l d i n g  y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  u s i n g
C o l d B o x ?

As we cont inue  to  main ta in  the  appl ica t ion ,  we  regular ly  va l ida te  our  dec is ion
to  bui ld  h t tp : / /www.gca .ne t on  the  ColdBox f ramework.  

W h a t  a d v i c e  w o u l d  y o u  g i v e  t o  s o m e o n e  c o m i n g  i n t o  u s i n g
C o l d B o x ?

Use the  convent ion  provided  by  ColdBox.  Ensure  you  take  advantage  of
cus tom in te rcep to r s  to  e l imina te  common t a sks  tha t  cou ld  be  r epea ted  in
mul t ip le  even t  hand le r s .  

W a s  t h e  C o l d B o x  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  a n d  a d v a n t a g e  t o  y o u r
d e v e l o p m e n t ?
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d e v e l o p m e n t ?

The ColdBox documenta t ion  was  a  pr imary  mot ive  for  the  se lec t ion  of  the
f ramework .  Much  o f  the  f r amework  and  bes t  p rac t i ces  in  us ing  the  f r amework
were  t augh t  in  pe rson  by  the  deve loper  wi th  p r io r  knowledge  o f  the
f ramework;  however ,  bo th  deve lopers  use  the  API  documenta t ion  da i ly .  

W h e r e  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  g o a l s  a d d r e s s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h e d ?

The goals  were  achieved;  speci f ica l ly  ColdBox a l lowed us  to  implement  an
appl ica t ion  tha t  wi l l  be  eas ie r  to  main ta in  going  forward .  
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