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L a b e l  A  C a s e  S t u d y

B a c k g r o u n d  I n f o r m a t i o n

 

S u m m a r i z e  y o u r  c u r r e n t  p r o j e c t

Most  of  our  pro jec t s  a re  for  companies  in te rna l ly  (Por ta l / In t rane t
appl ica t ions) .  We do have  some publ ic ly  access ib le  appl ica t ions ,  but  most  of
the  funct ional i ty  i s  for  members  only .  

h t tp : / /www.ne twerkdso .n l (sort  of  a  blog).  
h t tp : / /pzh .ha l t escan .n l (google  maps  appl ica t ion . )  
h t t p : / / ba se .goog lehos t ed . com/base_med ia?q=psp - image - sv6414&s ize=1 

H o w  m a n y  d e v e l o p e r s  i n  t h e  t e a m

3 senior ,  4  junior  developers .  

W h a t  i s  y o u r  /  y o u r  t e a m ' s  C F M L  a n d  C o l d B o x  e x p e r i e n c e ?

We have  exper ience  wi th  CFML s ince  2005,  ColdBox s ince  june  2008.  3  of  us
have  the  advanced  ACE 

D o  y o u  o r  y o u r  t e a m  h a v e  a n y  f r a m e w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e ?

We have  a  lo t  of  exper ience  wi th  Coldspr ing  and  Transfer ,  bu t  they’re  d i f fe rent
f rameworks .  Before  we  d iscovered  Coldbox,  we  d idn’ t  rea l ly  use  a  comparable
f r a m e w o r k .  

H o w  l o n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  C o l d B o x ?

Since  may  2008 .  

T e c h n i c a l  I n f o r m a t i o n
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W h a t  v e r s i o n  o f  C o l d B o x  a r e  y o u  u s i n g ?

We’re  cur ren t ly  running  vers ion  2 .6 .4 .  

W h a t  C F M L  E n g i n e  a r e  y o u  u s i n g ?

Rai lo  3 .1  and Adobe ColdFusion 8  

W a s  t h e r e  a  t e c h n i c a l  h u r d l e  t h a t  C o l d B o x  w a s  a b l e  t o
o v e r c o m e ?  I f  s o ,  w h a t  w a s  i t ?

We use  Coldbox mainly  for  the  increase  in  product iv i ty ,  technical ly  we could
accompl i sh  abou t  the  same  th ing  wi thou t  a  f r amework ,  bu t  in  a  l e s s  e l egan t
and  fa r  more  compl ica ted  way .  

I s  t h e r e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  f e a t u r e  i n  C o l d B o x  t h a t  s t a n d s  o u t  t o  y o u
a n d / o r  y o u r  t e a m ?

In terceptors  l ike  SES,  autowire  and secur i ty .  At  f i r s t  we d idn’ t  rea l ly  use  them,
but  now we can’ t  bu i ld  our  appl ica t ions  wi thout  them.  

D i d  C o l d B o x  h e l p  y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n ' s  m a i n t a i n a b i l i t y ,
d e p l o y m e n t  a n d  s c a l a b i l i t y ?

The  MVC s t ruc tu re  made  our  app l ica t ions  ve ry  main ta inab le .  The  env i ronment
se t t ings  he lped  us  a  lo t  wi th  dep loy ing  apps  on  d i f fe ren t  se rvers  (deve lopment ,
t es t ing ,  p roduc t ion) .  Sca lab i l i ty  hasn’ t  been  a  p rob lem so  fa r  because  the
cach ing  mechanism works  very  wel l .  

W h a t  C o l d B o x  t o o l s  a r e  i n v a l u a b l e  t o  y o u r  d e v e l o p m e n t ?

Plug ins  and  in te rcep tors .  Easy  in tegra t ion  wi th  o ther  f rameworks  l ike  Trans fe r
and  Coldspr ing /Ligh twi re  th rough  the  ioc  p lug in  and  au towi re  in te rcep tor .  The
SES in te rceptor  makes  i t  comple te ly  unnecessary  to  wr i te  d i f f icu l t  ru les  for
r ewr i t i ng .  

D i d  y o u  i n t e g r a t e  o t h e r  t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  f r a m e w o r k s
w i t h  C o l d B o x ?  I f  s o ,  h o w  w a s  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  p r o c e s s ?

We’ve in tegra ted  Transfer ,  Coldspr ing  and Lightwire  wi th  ColdBox.  Thanks  to
the  exce l l en t  documenta t ion ,  the  in tegra t ion  p rocess  was  ve ry  easy .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e
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A r c h i t e c t u r e

W h e r e  d o e s  C o l d B o x  f i t  i n  y o u r  o r  y o u r  t e a m ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r e
l o n g  t e r m ?  D o e s  i t  h a v e  a  p r i m a r y  r o l e ?  S e c o n d a r y  r o l e ?

Coldbox is  the  core  f ramework of  our  appl ica t ions ,  so  i t  def in i te ly  has  a
p r imary  ro le  on  the  long  t e rm.  We c rea te  cus tom p lug ins  and  in te rcep to r s ,  and
teach  our  jun io r  p rogrammers  how to  work  wi th  the  MCV pa t t e rn .  

W h a t  m a d e  y o u  c h o o s e  C o l d B o x ?  W h a t  w h e r e  C o l d B o x ' s  m a i n
a d v a n t a g e s ?

When I  s ta red  wi th  Coldbox,  i t  a l l  seemed so  easy  and logica l .  I  went  t rough
the  documenta t ion  and  ge t t ing  s t a r t ed  tu to r i a l s ,  and  soon  rea l i zed  tha t  th i s
was  the  way I  wanted  to  deve lop  our  Coldfus ion  appl ica t ions .  What  drew us  to
Coldbox a t  f i r s t  was  the  convent ion  over  conf igura t ion  par t .  We rea l ly  dreaded
having to  wri te  a l l  those xml f i les .  

G e n e r a l

W h a t  w a s  y o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  b u i l d i n g  y o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  u s i n g
C o l d B o x ?

I  real ly  loved Coldfusion unt i l  I  discovered OO. Coldfusion is  not  an Object
Or iented  language .  Bui ld ing  an  OO appl ica t ion  in  Coldfus ion  wi thout  a
f ramework  jus t  sucks ,  i t  took  away the  fun  in  programming for  me.  When I
bui l t  my f i r s t  app  wi th  Coldbox,  i t  was  a  whole  new exper ience ,  and  the  OO
par t  f ina l ly  seemed  to  make  sense .  

W h a t  a d v i c e  w o u l d  y o u  g i v e  t o  s o m e o n e  c o m i n g  i n t o  u s i n g
C o l d B o x ?

Read  the  ge t t ing  s t a r t ed  gu ides .  Download  & pr in t  the  chea t shee t ,  i t ’ s
inva luab le .  How can  you  remember  every th ing  in  ColdBox?  Genera te  a  new
appl ica t ion  in  the  dashboard  and  then  jus t  s t a r t  bu i ld ing  the  app l ica t ion .  Learn
a long the  way.  I t ’ s  not  fun  to  have  to  read  a  lo t  of  obscure  docs  and  ge t t ing
errors  you don’ t  unders tand.  ColdBox is  rea l ly  easy  to  s ta r t  wi th  and you don’ t
have  to  use  a l l  the  appl ica t ions  fea tures  f rom the  f i r s t  day .  

W a s  t h e  C o l d B o x  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  a n d  a d v a n t a g e  t o  y o u r
d e v e l o p m e n t ?

I t  was ,  and s t i l l  i s  of  great  value  to  me.  I  s t i l l  look a t  the  documentat ion today.
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When i  forge t  th ings ,  or  to  make  sure  I  d idn’ t  miss  anyth ing .  There  could  be  a
h idden  f ea tu r e .  

W h e r e  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  g o a l s  a d d r e s s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h e d ?

Yes.  In  2008 we s ta r ted  wi th  a  new company (Label  A) ,  and  wanted  to  do
things  r ight .  We were  looking for  a  way to  bui ld  appl ica t ions  in  a  fas t  and
s t ruc tured  way,  wi thout  hav ing  to  worry  about  sca lab i l i ty .
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