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D a t a b a s e  N a m i n g
C o n v e n t i o n s
A naming  conven t ion  i s  impor tan t  when
work ing  wi th  da tabases  in  o rde r  to
p rov ide  a  c l ea r  s t ruc tu re  and  fo rma t ;
espec ia l ly  in  team envi ronments .  By
us ing  t he se  conven t i ons  t he  da t abase
can  be  under s tood  by  anyone  app ly ing
these  convent ions ;  thus  inc reas ing  main ta inab i l i ty .  These  a re  no t  ru les  bu t
gu ide l ines  tha t  can  be  adap ted  to  any  work ing  env i ronment .  

G e n e r a l  C o n v e n t i o n s

All  names  should  be  in  camelcase  wi th  the  f i r s t  le t te r  in  lower  case .  

-- DO THIS --
users
permisions
userPermissions

-- NOT THIS --
Users
Permissions
User_Permissions
user_permissions

Sepa ra t e  name  pa r t s  by  u s ing  came l  ca se  and  NOT unde r sco re s  o r
spaces .  This  provides  be t te r  readib i l i ty  and you wi l l  not  have  to  use
quotes  when  do ing  SQL s ta tements .  Look  a t  example  in  the  p rev ious
po in t .  
P re f ixes  o r  namespaces  a re  the  ONLY par t s  o f  names  tha t  shou ld  be
sepa ra t ed  by  unde r sco re s .  Th i s  de f ines  a  c l ea r  s epa ra t i on  be tween  names
a n d  a r e a s .  

 -- DO THIS --
 blog_users
 blog_userPermissions
 
 -- NOT THIS --
 BlogUsers
 BlogUserPermissions
 Blog_UserPermissions
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Do not  use  numbers  in  names .  This  i s  poor  des ign ,  ind ica t ing  d iv ided  tab le
s t r u c t u r e s .  
Do  no t  u se  do t  ( . )  s epa ra to r  be tween  names ,  r emember  use  came l  ca s ing .
This  way you wi l l  avoid  problems whend doing SQL s ta tements  as  f ie lds
a re  accessed  us ing  do t  no ta t ion .  
I t  goes  wi thou t  say ing ,  do  no t  use  rese rved  da tabase  words  in  any  name.  
Always  t ry  to  use  names  tha t  make  sense  and  a re  desc r ip t ive  o f  the i r
p u r p o s e .  
Avoid  abbrevia t ions  whenever  poss ib le .  ONLY use  abbrevia t ions  tha t  a re
we l l  known  and  documen ted .  
Avoid  acronyms whenever  poss ib le .  Only  use  acronyms tha t  a re  wel l
known and  documented .  Also ,  they  should  a l l  be  in  uppercase  i f  used .  

-- DO THIS --
HTTPRequests
savedURL

-- NOT THIS --
http_requests
httprequests
savedurl
saved_url

T a b l e  C o n v e n t i o n s

Tables  a re  usua l ly  en t i ty  you  a re  model ing  for  pers i s tence .  So  make  sure
the  names  a r e  i n  p rope r  Eng l i sh  and  ca r ry  na tu ra l  mean ings .  These
names  shou ld  make  sense  and  shou ld  be  desc r ip t ive .  
Avoid  acronyms and abbrevia t ions  i f  a t  a l l  poss ib le .  I f  acronyms are  used ,
then  make  sure  to  cap i ta l i ze  them.  Abbrev ia t ions  used  should  be  wel l
known abbrev ia t ions  and  shou ld  be  camel  cased .  
Avoid us ing plural  names for  tables ,  use  s ingular  forms.  This  wi l l  avoid
er rors  due  to  p lura l iza t ion  of  words  and  a l so  when  moving  tab le  des ign  to
objec ts  or  en t i t ies .  The  name should  map to  the  ent i ty  i t  i s  model ing .  

-- DO THIS --
blog_user
blog_page
person
box
activity

-- NOT THIS --
blog_users
blog_pages
people
boxes
activities
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Use  namespaces  fo r  t ab les  whenever  g roup ing  i s  needed .  Th i s  g roup ing  i s
a  c lea r  separa t ion  when  work ing  wi th  the  t ab les  and  can  a l so  p rov ide  a
good  bas i s  fo r  secur i ty ,  as  you  could  secure  v ia  the  namespace .
N a m e s p a c e s  s h o u l d  b e  s e p a r a t e d  b y  a n  u n d e r s c o r e  a n d  t h e n  t h e  n a m e
shou ld  be  came l  cased .  

-- DO THIS --
lookups_countries
lookups_states
lookups_regionalOffices
hr_employees
hr_salaries
is_employees
is_vacationDays

-- NOT THIS --
LookupsCountries
lookupsStates
LOOKUPS_RegionalOffices
HREmployees
ISEmployees
ISVacationDays

Do not  use  pref ixes  l ike  tb l ,db a s  they  a re  EXTREMELY redundant  and
use l e s s .  
Al l  tables  should  have  a t  leas t  ONE pr imary key.  

C o l u m n  C o n v e n t i o n s

Columns  are  usua l ly  a t t r ibu tes  of  an  en t i ty  you  are  model ing  v ia  a  tab le .
So  make  su re  t he  names  a r e  i n  p rope r  Eng l i sh  and  ca r ry  na tu ra l
mean ings .  These  names  shou ld  make  sense  and  shou ld  be  desc r ip t ive .  
Avoid  acronyms and abbrevia t ions  i f  a t  a l l  poss ib le .  I f  acronyms are  used ,
then  make  sure  to  cap i ta l i ze  them.  Abbrev ia t ions  used  should  be  wel l
known abbrev ia t ions  and  shou ld  be  camel  cased .  
Get  used  to  naming  pr imary  or  fo re ign  keys  wi th  an  ID identifier  suffix.  DO
NOT use  t he  co lumn  name  i d to  ident i fy  a  pr imary  key.  Be more
descr ip t ive ,  usua l ly  looking  a t  the  tab le  name.  

-- DO THIS --
userID
userPermissionID

-- NOT THIS --
id
userid
upid

Fore ign  keys  should  be  pref ixed  wi th  a  capi ta l ized  FK_ in  order  to  visual ly
denote  re la t ionsh ips  and  a l so  to  avoid  ambigous  tab le  se lec t s .  Af te r  the  
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FK_ the  name of  the  co lumn mus t  comply  wi th  our  naming  convent ions .  

-- DO THIS --
FK_userID

-- NOT THIS --
fkuserid
userID

Boolean  co lumns  shou ld  use  the  i s pref ix.  

-- DO THIS --
isActive
isSold

-- NOT THIS --
active
sold

Date  co lumns  should  be  suf f ixed  in  camel  case  wi th  the  word  Date.  

-- DO THIS --
createdDate
updatedDate

-- NOT THIS --
date_created
date_updated

Try  to  make  

I n d e x  C o n v e n t i o n s

Always pref ix  a l l  index names with  idx_ to  d is t inguish  i t  as  an  index.  
The  names  of  the  index  should  a t  l eas t  convey  the  co lumns  i t  r eaches  o r
a t  l eas t  the  purpose  o f  the  index .  

V i e w s  C o n v e n t i o n

Always  t ry  to  use  names  tha t  make  sense  and  a re  desc r ip t ive  fo r  the
views.  Avoid  acronyms and abbrevia t ions  i f  a t  a l l  poss ible .  I f  acronyms are
used ,  then  make  sure  to  cap i t a l i ze  them.  Abbrev ia t ions  used  shou ld  be
wel l  known abbrev ia t ions  and  shou ld  be  camel  cased .  
All  views should be pref ixed with vw_ in  order  to  d is t inguish  them in  SQL
s t a t e m e n t s  f r o m  r e g u l a r  d a t a b a s e  t a b l e s .  

R e l a t e d  G u i d e s
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Model-View-Control ler  Demyst i f ied 
ColdFus ion  Deve lopment  Bes t  P rac t i ces 
ColdFus ion  SQL In jec t ion  Protec t ion  Bes t  Prac t ices 

 Ca tegor i e s :  

t h e o r y 
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