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Covers  up  to  vers ion  3 .5 .0

In  o rder  to  c rea te  a  ColdBox  app l ica t ion  you  mus t  adhere  to  some naming
convent ions  and  a  d i rec tory  s t ruc ture .  This  i s  needed  in  order  for  ColdBox to
f ind what  i t  needs  and to  help  you f ind modules  more  eas i ly .  Also,  ColdBox
provides  you wi th  the  ab i l i ty  to  change  these  convent ions  for  your
appl ica t ions .  

C o r e  C o n v e n t i o n s

The  core  convent ions  de l inea te  the  con t rac t  be tween  ColdBox and  you  fo r
f i le /d i rec tory  loca t ions  and more .  

C o n v e n t i o n D e f a u l t  V a l u e R e q u i r e d D e s c r i p t i o n 

c o n f i g  f i l e
l o c a t i o n / con f ig /Coldbox .c fc t r u e  

The locat ion  of  the
appl ica t ion  conf igura t ion
file 

h a n d l e r s
l o c a t i o n / hand lers t r u e  Where  a l l  even t  hand le r s

a r e  l o c a t e d  

l a y o u t s
l o c a t i o n / l ayou t s f a l se  Where  a l l  l ayou ts  a re

l o c a t e d  

v i e w s
l o c a t i o n / v i e w s f a l se  Where  a l l  v iews  a re  loca ted  

p l u g i n s
l o c a t i o n / p l u g i n s f a l se  Where  a l l  p lug ins  a re

l o c a t e d  

m o d e l s
l o c a t i o n / m o d e l f a l se  Where  a l l  mode l  ob jec t s

a r e  l o c a t e d  

C o n t e n t s

ColdBox Direc tory  S t ruc ture  & Convent ions 
Core  Conven t ions 
D i r e c t o r y  S t r u c t u r e 

Appl ica t ion  Templa tes 
Modifying Appl icat ion Convent ions 
Impl ic i t  Execut ion  Convent ions 
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m o d u l e s
l o c a t i o n / m o d u l e s f a l se  Where  a l l  modu le s  a r e

l o c a t e d  

d e f a u l t
e v e n t  a c t i o n 

index() f a l se  

The  name  o f  the  de fau l t
even t  ac t ion  (method)  to
u s e  w h e n  a n  e v e n t  h a n d l e r
i s  ca l led  wi th  no  method  

d e f a u l t
e v e n t m a i n . i n d e x f a l se  

The  defau l t  even t  to
execu t e  when  no t  de f ined
in  the  conf igurat ion f i le
and  no  incoming  even t  i s
f o u n d  

D i r e c t o r y  S t r u c t u r e

Please  no te  tha t  the  d i rec to ry  s t ruc ture  o f  your  app l ica t ion  re l i es  on  the
conven t ions  tha t  you  se tup .  So  the  s t ruc tu re  changes  accord ing  to  the  se t t ings
descr ibed above.  Below is  the  s imples t  form of  a  ColdBox appl ica t ion di rec tory
layout :  

 

Above you wil l  see the c o r e  c o n v e n t i o n s p lus  some ext ra  f i les  and fo lders :  

F o l d e r / F i l e R e q u i r e d D e s c r i p t i o n 

A p p l i c a t i o n _ n o i n h e r i t a n c e . c f c f a l se  
T h e  b o o s t r a p  a p p r o a c h  t h a t
uses  non- inhe r i t ance  (See  
B o o t s t r a p p e r)  

A p p l i c a t i o n . c f c t r u e  

U s e d  t o  b o o s t r a p  t h e
f ramework  app l i ca t ion  us ing
i n h e r i t a n c e  ( S e e
B o o t s t r a p p e r)  
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i n d e x . c f m t r u e  

A placeholder  f i le  the
f r amework  needs  fo r  f ron t
cont ro l le r  opera t ion .  The  f i le
is  usual ly  empty.  

c o n f i g t r u e  
Where  your  ColdBox
conf igura t ion f i le  goes ,
rou t ing ,  and  more .  

h a n d l e r s t r u e  
Where  your  con t ro l l e r  l ayer
res ides  in  the  form of  CFC
e v e n t  h a n d l e r s  

i n c l u d e s f a l se  
Where  you  can  p lace  s t a t i c
a s se t s  l i ke
(css , images , i18n, j s ,e tc )  

l a y o u t s f a l se  Where  your  l ayout  sk ins  o r
t h e m e s  g o  

m o d e l f a l se  Where  your  mode l  l aye r
r e s i d e s  

m o d u l e s f a l se  Where  a l l  your  ColdBox
modu le s  a r e  p l aced .  

t e s t f a l se  
Where  a l l  your  un i t ,  mocks
and  in tegra t ion  tes t s  go  (Yes ,
you  need  to  t es t ! )  

v i e w s f a l se  Where  your  v iew layer  res ides

Read  more  about  our  Appl ica t ion .c fc  B o o t s t r a p p e r

P lea se  r ead  abou t  ou r  Boo t s t r appe r  t o  unde r s t and  t he  d i f f e r ence  be tween
load ing  the  f ramework  us ing  the  s tandard  inher i t ance  Appl ica t ion .c fc  o r  the
non- inher i t ance  approach .  The  major  d i f fe rence  i s  tha t  the  non- inher i t ance
approach  a l lows  you to  loca te  co ldbox v ia  per  appl ica t ion  mappings .

A p p l i c a t i o n  T e m p l a t e s

The ColdBox b u n d l e download  inc ludes  severa l  app l ica t ion  t empla tes  tha t  can
he lp  you  ge t  s ta r ted  wi th  ColdBox.  Also ,  the  bes t  way  to  c rea te  or  genera te
appl ica t ions  i s  v ia  our  ColdBox Plat form Uti l i t ies  extension for  Adobe
ColdFusion Bui lder .  Our  bundle  download inc ludes  the  fo l lowing appl ica t ion
t e m p l a t e s :  
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M o d i f y i n g  A p p l i c a t i o n  C o n v e n t i o n s

The only convent ion you can not  di rect ly  modify in  the  configurat ion f i le  is
wel l ,  the  locat ion of  the configurat ion f i le .  However ,  you can s t i l l  do this  by
se t t ing  up  the  loca t ion  v ia  the  Appl icat ion.cfc  direct ives (See  Load ing  a  cus tom
configurat ion f i le) .  These  per -app  convent ions  increase  the  por tab i l i ty  of  the
ColdBox appl ica t ion ,  as  now you can  over r ide  any  se t t ing  a  f ramework-wide
ins ta l l a t ion  migh t  have  implemented  and  you  a re  guaran teed  tha t  they  wi l l
work.  All  you need to  do is  add the fol lowing to  the configurat ion f i le :  

//Conventions
conventions = {
 handlersLocation = "handlers",
 pluginsLocation  = "plugins",
 viewsLocation   = "views",
 layoutsLocation  = "layouts",
 modelsLocation   = "model",
 modulesExternalLocation  = "",
 eventAction   = "index"
};

We also  encourage  you to  rev iew the  fu l l  Conf igura t ion  CFC guide fo r  an
in-depth  rev iew.  

I m p o r t a n t Al l  convent ions  tha t  a re  loca t ions  requi re  a  re la t ive  loca t ion  to  the
Root  of  the  running  appl ica t ion .  They  cannot  be  se t  ou ts ide  the  root .  

I m p l i c i t  E x e c u t i o n  C o n v e n t i o n s

ColdBox a lso  provides  you wi th  severa l  impl ic i t  execut ion  convent ions  tha t  a re
most ly  used  in  your  e v e n t  h a n d l e r s.  Bas ica l ly  by  crea t ing  a  method wi th  a
certain s ignature or  name,  ColdBox wil l  cal l  i t  for  you.  Below is  just  a  l is t ing of
these  me thod  conven t ions .  

p r e H a n d l e r ( e v e n t , a c t i o n , e v e n t A r g u m e n t s ) -  Ocurrs  before  any  ac t ion
even t  in  a  hand le r  CFC 
p o s t H a n d l e r ( e v e n t , a c t i o n , e v e n t A r g u m e n t s ) -  Ocurrs  a f te r  any  ac t ion
even t  in  a  hand le r  CFC 
a r o u n d H a n d l e r ( e v e n t , t a r g e t A c t i o n , e v e n t A r g u m e n t s ) -  Ocur rs
a round  any  ac t ion  even t  in  a  hand le r  CFC 
o n M i s s i n g A c t i o n ( e v e n t , m i s s i n g A c t i o n , e v e n t A r g u m e n t s ) -  Ocur rs
when  a  reques ted  ac t ion  i s  miss ing  in  the  hand le r  CFC 
o n E r r o r ( e v e n t , a c t i o n , e x c e p t i o n , e v e n t A r g u m e n t s ) -  Ocur r s  when  an
except ion  ocur rs  wi th in  any  ac t ion  in  the  handle r  CFC 
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except ion  ocur rs  wi th in  any  ac t ion  in  the  handle r  CFC 
o n D I C o m p l e t e ( ) -  Ocur r s  a f t e r  hand le r  c r ea t ion  and  dependency
in jec t ion  has  been  pe r fo rmed  
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